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PAY09a - Care Leavers: Guidance for all providers of short term accommodation or floating support services.

Who is classed as a Care Leaver?

A Care Leaver is a young person who was looked after by a local authority, for at least 13 weeks after the age of 14 and was still being looked after when s/he reached 16 (this does not have to be continuous).  
16 – 17 year old Care Leavers are excluded from Housing Benefit if they have been looked after by a local authority on or after October 2001; in that case, the local authority, i.e. Social Services, has responsibility for assessing their needs and supporting and accommodating them. They are known as relevant young people.  This exclusion also applies to Income Support and income-based Jobseekers allowance.

These 16 -17 year olds are provided for under the Leaving Care Act and therefore also fell outside of Supporting People funding from April 2003.  

The Social Services obligation to fund 16 – 17 year olds under the Leaving Care Act is unaltered by the introduction of Supporting People.

16-17year old Care Leavers in your service(s)

You may be providing support and/or supported accommodation to one or more of these Care Leavers (relevant young people) in your short term service(s).  Up until April 2003 you would have invoiced Social Services for the cost of this support and/or accommodation.  

From April 2003 you have had a block gross contract with Supporting People which will pay for all support units in your service.  The payment you receive every four weeks includes the cost of support for any Care Leavers.  You will not need to invoice Social Services for the support costs of these 16 – 17 year olds but you will need to report to your Supporting People team the dates that any of these Care Leavers are receiving support in your service(s) so that we can invoice Social Services for the relevant amounts.  

NB. Please note that Supporting People pays for support only.  Where you provide accommodation too you will still need to invoice Social Services directly for the rent.

How to report to us

Please complete the attached SPF-CL-01 Careleavers Service User Notification Form.  The guidance document PAY09b Guidance Notes on completing the Notification Form is available to assist completing this form.
These documents are available on our website www.nottssupportingpeople.org.uk in the section Documents > Payments
You do not need to send this form if you have no care leavers to report to us.

Notifying us of care leavers accessing your service will not affect the amount of funding you receive from us but it will allow us to recoup the costs from Social Services.  This system allows us to pay you a regular four weekly grant whether you have Care Leavers in your service or not.

Please tell us this information as soon as the Care Leaver enters or leaves your service.  There may be occasions when you are not aware that the young person comes into this category at first.  If this is the case please tell us as soon as you become aware stating the date the support started/ended.
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