	Nottinghamshire Toolkit for 
Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults (VA) Experiencing or Perpetrating Domestic Violence (DV)

	This toolkit has been compiled to support the work of individuals and organisations that come in contact with vulnerable adults experiencing domestic abuse and violence.

	Adult Services
	DV Services

	· Staff in adult services need a certain level of training on DV to understand signs, respond appropriately and know where to refer for specialist support.

· Staff in adult services use the common risk assessment in cases where domestic violence present – referral to MARAC for high risk cases as well as adult safeguarding for VAs

· Adult services routinely refer survivors of DV to specialist services, and consider whether to refer perpetrators of DV crime to the Police. (This with the consent of the victim or with full regard to Mental Capacity Act provisions to over-ride consent.)
· When VA has made contact with specialist DV services, DV service to be invited to safeguarding case conference. 
	· Must have VA policies that include referral to adult safeguarding in all cases of abuse.
· VA safeguarding processes included in DV Training courses

· Staff in DV services to have training on mental capacity, mental health awareness.

· Publicity and information to include images that reflect a range of service users and positive attitudes to vulnerable adults

· Premises and materials to be accessible to people with a range of impairments

Police

· Police to use the DV risk assessment tool Qu 17 to identify victims who need to be referred to Adult Care for a safeguarding assessment 

	All Services
	NSAB

	· Vulnerable Adults included in all equality and diversity duties/policies

· All teams aware of Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults procedures

· All relevant strategies should include VAs eg: crime and older people, community safety, hate crime. 
	· Ensure all member agencies comply with recommendations in this tool kit 

· Link with Nottingham City SAB to amend procedures to improve references to domestic violence and encourage access to DV services by VAs

	Varius pieces of legislation and guidance need to be understood in connection with this toolkit. Examples include:
NSAB Policy and Procedures

Mental Capacity Act

Police Domestic Abuse and Vulnerable Adults Procedures

As well as agency’s existing guidelines and procedures   
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