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REPORT OF THE SERVICE HEAD, STRATEGIC HOUSING & SUPPORTING PEOPLE
SAFEGUARDING PROJECT REPORT

1.
Purpose of the Report

The purpose of this report is to inform the Commissioning Body of the progress of the Adult Safeguarding Project.
2.
Information and Advice
2.1
In 2007 the Commissioning Body agreed to fund a short-term project to promote good practice in adult safeguarding in housing related support. The term ‘adult safeguarding’ is now used instead of ‘adult protection’. The requirement to set up procedures for adult safeguarding was triggered by the Government launch of national Guidance called ‘No Secrets’ in the year 2000.
2.2
Gabriella Machokas was contracted as Partnership Officer for Safeguarding for 4 days (28 hours) per week from October 2008 - October 2009 to deliver the priority areas within the brief, as set out in her report attached as Appendix 1.
3.
Statutory and Policy Implications
3.1
This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of finance, equal opportunities, personnel, crime and disorder and those using the service.  Where such implications are material, they have been described in the text of the report.  Attention is, however drawn to the following:
3.1.1
Personnel Implications
No direct implications.
3.1.2
Financial Implications
The budget for this project was agreed as £52,000 and has been included in the staffing budget for 2008-09 and 2009-10.

3.1.3
Equal Opportunities Implications
Ensuring ‘fair access’ is a core service objective of Supporting People which provides services for a range of different communities including people with physical and sensory impairment, black and minority ethnic groups, people with mental health problems, teen parents, care leavers, ex-offenders and travellers and gypsies. It also an essential aspect of equal opportunities that service users are protected from abuse and that service providers understand the procedures to report abuse where it occurs so that it can be properly investigated. 
3.1.4
Implications for Service Users
The Supporting People programme aims to improve access to housing-related support services for those that need them. Ensuring that service users are protected from harm is a fundamental requirement of all services.
3.1.5
Crime and Disorder Implications
The Supporting People Programme is intended to ensure that housing-related support services are provided to meet the needs of groups at risk of social exclusion.

3.1.6
Human Rights Act Implications
The Supporting People programme aims to safeguard the interests of the some of the county’s most vulnerable people. 
3.1.7
Corporate Property Implications
None. 
4.
RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1
It is recommended that the Commissioning Body note the report. 
5.
Background Papers Available for Inspection
5.1
Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Adults Procedures
	Pete McGavin

Service Head

Strategic Housing and Supporting People

Supporting People Partnership in Nottinghamshire
	Gabriella Machokas

Partnership Officer for Safeguarding
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